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ARTHUR ASHE COMMEMORATIVE STAMP UNVEILED AT U.S. OPEN
1992 photo is first ever Sports lllustrated cover featured on stamp

WASHINGTON — Arthur Ashe, humanitarian and world diedii
class tennis star, will be immortalized on a commemorative postage ' o
stamp to be issued by the U.S. Postal Service in 2005.

Today’s announcement came during the unveiling of the
stamp image as part of the Arthur Ashe Kids’ Day presented by
Hess, which kicks off the 2004 U.S. Open. The ceremonies took
place in the Stadium bearing the tennis legend’s name. Ashe’s
image, a photo by Michael O’Neill used on the cover of Sports
lllustrated magazine naming Ashe 1992 Sportsman of the Year, is
the first Sports Illustrated cover photo ever featured on a postage
stamp.

“Arthur Ashe was a man who was unafraid to redefine the
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boundaries of his world,” said Henry A. Pankey, Vice President,
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Emergency Preparedness, U.S. Postal Service, at the unveiling.
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“Through his efforts — on and off the court — he pushed us all to
make the world a better place.”

As the first African-American man to win Grand Slam tennis tournaments — Wimbledon, and
the United States and Australian Opens — Ashe followed his on-court accomplishments with a lifetime of
activity devoted to humanitarian endeavors.

His commitment to social issues led him to establish foundations that help disenfranchised youth,
and support the fight against AIDS, which he had contracted from a blood transfusion during heart
surgery. Ashe also organized efforts to oppose South Africa’s apartheid rule, a rule that ended in 1994.
Before succumbing to AIDS-related pneumonia in 1993, Ashe spoke before the United Nations General
Assembly and urged nations to increase their efforts and funding in the war against AIDS.

Born July 10, 1943 in Richmond, VA, Ashe learned to play tennis on blacks-only Brook Field
playground under the tutelage of local black tennis great Ron Charity. Recognizing his son’s talent, Arthur
Ashe, Sr. supported his training while raising Arthur and his brother John without their mother, who died
in 1950.

Several years later, Ashe’s father married Lorene Kimbrough, adding her two children, Robert and
Loretta, to the Ashe family. Ashe’s stable home and loving relationship with his stepmother impressed
upon him the importance of family, education and spirituality, and instilled in him the discipline that

enabled him to graduate from UCLA despite a grueling tennis schedule.
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Though racial barriers excluded Ashe from tennis competitions in the South, his tenacity and
enthusiasm for the sport never flagged. Seeking other opportunities to compete, Ashe spent a year in St.
Louis before attending UCLA.

Eventually Ashe played in the world’s foremost tennis championships, acquiring a long list of wins,
among them three Grand Slam tournaments. Ashe became the first African American to represent the
United States on the Davis Cup team, playing in 32 Davis Cup matches and winning 27 during his tennis
career.

A heart attack and ongoing heart problems, however, forced him to retire from competition in 1980,
but not from tennis. As the first African American to captain the Davis Cup team, Ashe led the team to win
the cup in 1981 and 1982.

Earning numerous honors throughout his life, Ashe was inducted into the International Tennis
Hall of Fame in 1985, and hailed Sports Illustrated Sportsman of the Year in 1992. He died Feb. 6, 1993.
Four years after his death, the United States Tennis Association (USTA) named the new 23,000-seat
U.S. Open tennis facility Arthur Ashe Stadium and Commemorative Garden at its opening ceremony in
Flushing Meadow, New York City.

Ashe is survived by his beloved wife, photographer Jeanne Moutoussamy-Ashe, and their
daughter, Camera, now 17 years old.

Presented by Amerada Hess and produced by the U.S. Tennis Association, Arthur Ashe Kids’
Day honors the tennis legend and continues his mission of using tennis as a means to instill in kids the
values of humanitarianism, leadership and academic excellence.

Kids’ activities include: The Hess Express Obstacle Course, Olympus Design to Win, American
Express Skills Challenge, George Foreman Drill the Grill, NIKEGo Tennis, IBM Speed Zone, Lincoln
Navigate Your Shot, AOL® for Broadband/KOL Net Kids, Barilla Challenge of Champions, and USA
Tennis clinics and games.

To see the Arthur Ashe stamp image and stamp news releases, go to:

WWW.UsSps.com/communications/news/stamps/welcome.htm. Current U.S. stamps and stationery, as well

as a free comprehensive catalog, are available by toll-free telephone order at 1-800-STAMP-24. A wide
selection of stamps and other philatelic items also are available at the Postal Store at

www.usps.com/shop. And www.postalartgallery.com offers beautifully framed prints of original stamp art

for delivery straight to the home or office.

Since 1775, the U.S. Postal Service has connected friends, families, neighbors and businesses by mail. An independent federal
agency, the Postal Service makes deliveries to about 141 million addresses every day and is the only service provider to deliver to
every address in the nation. The Postal Service receives no taxpayer dollars for routine operations, but derives its operating
revenues solely from the sale of postage, products and services. With annual revenues of more than $68 billion, it is the world’s
leading provider of mail and delivery services, offering some of the most affordable postage rates in the world. Moreover, today’s
postage rates will remain stable until at least 2006. The U.S. Postal Service delivers more than 46 percent of the world’s mail
volume — some 202 billion letters, advertisements, periodicals and packages a year — and serves seven million customers each
day at its 38,000 retail locations nationwide
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